
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear friends and supporters of Yayasan Cipta Mandiri – the foundation that changes lives! 

 
Time flies and life is full of changes and challenges, happy news and sad news! 

I want to share some of the happy news with you today. News about students of YCM who reached 

their goals and set new goals! 

 

 
Volunteers:   

Since our last newsletter YCM has hosted two 

German volunteers, Ilka and Moritz. These 

enthusiastic young volunteers have shared much 

of their knowledge and passion for topical issues 

such as climate change and gender equality, in 

addition to providing both English and German 

language classes. They are both with YCM for 6 

months in total, and sadly we farewell Ilka in May 

and Moritz in July. 

 
 
 
Moritz: 
My name is Moritz and I’m a 19 years old volunteer from Germany. I’ve spent the last 5 months 

volunteering here in Bogor and after a while I’ve come to appreciate YCM more and more.  

 

YCM is for me not only a learning space in which 

children and youth can develop their selves and 

where opportunities and future perspectives are 

shown to them. It turned out to be also a place 

that radiates peace and harmony, a place that 

invites you to come in and stay for a while, a place 

where everyone is always welcome - a place that 

feels like home. Not without a reason some of the 

children come much earlier and the adolescents 

often stay much longer than for the actual lessons. 

Talking to friends, making music and doing sports 



together or even just hanging out are some of the things you’ll always find at any time in YCM. The 

cohesion and the family environment were one of the things that fascinated me the most and made 

me aware of the importance of organizations like the “House of Dreams”.  

 

I’ll go home with a lot of new experiences and knowledge about the culture and the social togetherness 

here in Indonesia which in some ways totally differs from what I’m used to in Germany. I also hope 

that I could give back some of my knowledge in my English and German classes and also the various 

projects I’ve contributed to. 

I will miss this place, all the smiling faces that welcomed me every day and especially all the new 

friends I’ve made here in YCM.  

 

 

YCM has just farewell AVI (Australian Volunteers 

International) volunteer, Kym Hall, last month. 

After providing 12 months of support to the 

gardening team, Kym has returned to Australia to 

pursue his next endeavours. Thanks for your 

wisdom and support Kym!  

 

 

 

 

YCM also hosted two Australian volunteers from 

the ACICIS (Australian Consortium for In-Country 

Indonesian Studies) program for one month in 

February.  Lionel and Caitlin worked intensively 

with the Multimedia and Creative Writing Youth 

Programs on a story-telling project. Although their 

stay was short, their impact was great!  

 

YCM continues to keep in touch with it's former 

volunteers; Patrick Wira, Tina Buerkle, Trutz Von 

Klodt, Ole Groth have all visited YCM within the last 

6 months! We love to welcome back familiar faces!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Putu's return to Indonesia! 

Our wonderful co-founder Putu Ariany returned to Indonesia in December after spending 18 months 

living in Australia with her husband, Wisnu, while he 

completed his Masters degree. Wisnu was very fortunate to 

gain an Australian Awards university scholarship from the 

Australian Embassy in Jakarta. Putu and Wisnu have now 

moved to Jakarta but Putu is still involved in the 

management of YCM and visits 1-2 times per week, but has 

taken a step back from her level of involvement prior to her 

time in Australia. Welcome back Putu!  

 

"About 20 years ago, I had a dream to continue my study 

in Australia. The situation of my life at that time did not 

allow me to go anywhere, but my dream came true in 2017 

as my husband received a scholarship to continue his study 

in Melbourne, Australia. Although it wasn't me who continue 

the study, I had a chance to live and experience a campus 

life in Melbourne Uni. I was enjoying our time in Melbourne, 

a vibrant and multicultural city. I did not feel the 

homesickness like others as I was also busy there. Although 

I left YCM for about 1.5 years, I did still keep in touch with 

the team in Bogor. I returned to Indonesia in Dec 2018 and 

I had to settle many things. I experienced the reverse 

culture shock which I thought wouldn't happen!"  

 

Trivia Fundraiser 

Another event organised entirely by the YCM youth 

was the latest YCM Trivia Fundraiser event in March. 

Held at Favela Sunset Cafe, the event was a total 

success with a great turn-out of people, and over 3.9 

million IDR raised for the YCM Youth Programs!! 

Thank you to everyone who attended, and for all the 

sponsors for their contributions towards making this 

event happen. YCM plans to hold another trivia 

fundraiser event later this year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YCM Open House event 

In April, YCM hosted an Open House event with 

the aim to attract more students to join YCM. The 

event was coordinated almost entirely by a 

committee of students and youth leaders, and was 

such a fun day! The activities on the day included 

a futsal competition which ran for the whole day 

and concluded with a nail-biting final match, as 

well as a colouring-in competition for the younger, 

elementary-aged students. The event was a 

fantastic opportunity for YCM to showcase the 

many programs they offer, as well as the fun and 

community atmosphere they provide. Thank you 

to the sponsors who helped support this event! 

 

Deutsche Schule Jakarta 

YCM and the Deutsche Schule (DSJ) in 

Jakarta have continued to develop their 

relationship over the last 6 months, with 

three visits together in that time. DSJ came 

to YCM in February for a social day together 

of games, sharing experiences, and other 

group activities between the students and 

staff, closing with lunch together and 

sharing motivation from one of YCM's 

founders, Putu. Fortunately Ibu Gesine, 

YCM's other founder, was also able to join 

as she was visiting YCM at the time. YCM students visited DSJ late last year when they held a Mini 

Football competition; our students had so much fun at that event, and also became quite well known 

amongst the other spectators as they were cheering so loudly and enthusiastically - they event won 

the award on the day for the most supportive cheersquad! Ibu Gesine heard lots of positive feedback 

from parents and teachers about how the YCM 

students influenced the atmosphere on the day 

in such a bright and positive way. In March, 

YCM students were invited to attend DSJ for 

'Schulfest' (their annual school festival) where 

they had many performances and other fun 

outdoor activities including horse-riding! It is 

also important to mention how supportive DSJ 

have been of YCM over the last couple of years, 

one recent example being DSJ helping to sell 

some of YCM's handicraft products during 

their lunch break at school.  



 

Let's Read - round 2! 

The pilot Let's Read project was held in 2018 with 

much success, so Let's Read was held again early in 

2019. To refresh your memory, Let's Read is a four-

month project aimed to boost the elementary-aged 

students' reading motivation. Students collect points 

based on the number of pages of the books they've 

read, and the collected points are accumulated and 

exchanged for rewards. In addition to sharing the 

storyline of the book to their tutors, the students have 

to write down a minimum of five new words they find 

in the book they're reading, and at the end of the 

project YCM holds a Spelling Bee event with the words from the books they have read. This year's 

Spelling Bee was held in February, and the lucky winners got to visit Taman Safari!  

 

Multimedia collaboration with ISB 

For the last few months, 8 students from our 

Multimedia Youth Program have been 

collaborating with 9 students from the 

Intercultural School Bogor (ISB) to make a 

short film. YCM students shared their 

knowledge and skills about script creation and 

video editing, and were able to practice their 

language as they were communicating fully in 

English. Fajrin and Ani also had a chance to 

have a holiday in Bandung with 2 teachers of 

ISB and the 9 students to celebrate the end of 

the collaboration project, followed by a film festival held at YCM.   

 

Updates on our alumni 

In our last newsletter we were thrilled to share so 

many success stories of our students, a number of  

which had graduated from university and entered 

into good jobs. Some further updates since then: 

Ronald, recipient of an Australian Awards scholarship 

last year, has arrived in Melbourne! He's just begun 

the Melbourne University orientation program, and 

will start proper classes next month. He couldn't be 

happier!  

 

 

 



 

Ari graduated from Bogor's Hospitality College in 

Bogor late last year, and has now been working at the 

Gili Asahan Eco-Lodge in the role of assistant manager 

for over 6 months! Some of YCM's volunteers have 

been fortunate enough to visit Ari in his new 

workplace, and say it is just like a tropical paradise, 

and the managers of the Eco-Lodge have said they 

are so impressed with Ari's strong work ethic, warmth, 

and enthusiasm. 

 

 

Bunga gained a scholarship to study at university and has chosen to study Law! She will start next 

month. Bunga has been a very focused and 

dedicated student at YCM since she joined less 

than 2 years ago. Her English has improved 

dramatically, and she's been very involved in a 

number of Youth Programs, as well as teaching 

the elementary students once a week. We are 

also particularly proud as Bunga has shown huge 

amounts of dedication and commitment to a 

healthier lifestyle, and has lost 25kgs in just over 

6 months!! Well done Bunga!! 

Bunga's scholarship is provided by Jascha 

Gruebel, our former volunter who already 

supported Deri's English studies. He is not the 

only former volunter supporting our students! 

 

Trip to the village from one of YCM's tutors 

The YCM family made memorable stories once again when tutors and some of the youth members 
recently went to a village in Banten province, which 
is the hometown of Mas Boy, a counselor of sewing 
class. 

The trip there took around 4 hours. On the way we 
saw lots of breathtaking landscapes. We laughed, 
shouted with happiness and felt grateful to be 
there. When we arrived, the simplicity of the village 
made us forget every problem that we had in the 
crowded city. Being relaxed is what we learnt 
there. Making small talk with villagers who have 
different cultures was one part of the memories we 
made there. 



We were also fascinated by the traditional foods there. Mas Boy's family welcomed us with their friendly 
feeling, and served us Sundanese foods like lalapan (salad vegetables), fried fish, tutut (snails from 
the ricefield boiled with herbs), carucup (fresh cassava leaves boiled with palm sugar), a coconut 
beverage with red syrup and timun suri (a yellow fruit that you can find during fasting month) and a 
beverage with kolang kaling (fruit of the palm sugar tree). 

We also took a short trek to the ricefields. We gathered in a small rest area. We took the chance to 
say ‘thank you' to Ilka and Kym, because it was their last outing with the YCM family before they 
leave us at the end of May. We also thanked Mas Boy as the facilitator of the memorable trip.  

The trip was full of valuable moments. We talked about everything. We shared without any 

worries. Based on this story, we can see that money can pay for anything that you want, but the most 

valuable thing is precious experiences that lead to memorable stories. 

 

 

 

The daughter of our former student Dian is joining YCM now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to support (or partly sponsor) Rizky's 

dream to study hospitality at Bogor Hospitality 

Institute? Rizky is a very diligent, friendly and 

focused young man - his attitude is 

outstanding.He is an important member of our 

“Bogor Tours” Community and will still be 

connected to “Bogor Tours” and YCM when he can 

study for tourism and hospitality. 

Please contact gesinenitzschke@gmail.com if you 

are willing to help Rizky to reach his goal! 

 

mailto:gesinenitzschke@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From Gesine 

Dear friends of YCM,  

For me it is always heartwarming to come back to this lively 

and meaningful place. It feels like coming home! Thanks to 

our supporters we were able to give a chance for a better life 

to so many young people.  

 

 
Selamat,  
 
Ibu Gesine  
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